title of a paper by R. Hamilton Russel,1 which is a continuation of former papers. The views upheld by the author are that : (1) Oblique inguinal hernia is always caused by the presence of a congenital sac; (2) that there is no evidence that congenital weakness of the abdominal wall is a factor in causing inguinal hernia ; (3) that any such weakness met with there is acquired and due to the existence of a hernia and the use of a truss ; (4) that complete removal of the sac in the absence of such acquired weakness will not be followed by recurrence, and (5) 
